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PENNY-WISE closes out Volume 8 and the year 1974 with another great 
issue. We’re sorry that it will be a little late in reaching you. Again, the 
delay was the result of Icist minute arrivals, all of which had to be edited and 
typed - and my hunt-and-peck method of typing can be slow and exaisperating 
at times. The amazing thing to me is that Bill Parks and Mama Mimeo can 
do such a great job of getting out the issue close to on-time, despite the last 
minute delay to which I frequently subject them. They're just wonderful! I 

I spent several days in Orlando, Florida at the end of October, during 
which time I was able to see Bill and Mrs. Parks for several hours. 

Despite his operation a few months ago. Bill looks younger and healthier than 
I've ever seen him. And he deserves a lot of accolades for his part in EAC 
and PENNY-WISE . Bill is intensely interested in publishing the very best 
possible issue that can be printed; and he works hard, doing all his own work 
in obtaining the paper supplies, punching the holes, making the camera plates, 
doing the printing, collating the issue, bagging, stamping, and mailing it out. 

And I know that Mama Mimeo often will set aside other work which she 
needs to get out promptly, just so that she can type up P-W and get it ready 
for Bill to plate . Not only that, but she works long hours and often over- 
time, just to be sure that P-W can try to meet its deadline. She's 
tremendous ! 

Bill Parks gave me the dickens during the short time I was with him. 

For weeks he has been prompting me to write to our two staff artists so that 
they would have some art work ready with which to decorate the last issue of 
1974; and I just never quite got around to doing so. Last year Bill rounded 
up a Santa Claus picture which he overprinted in red, just to brighten up the 
issue a little and make it in keeping with the year-end holidays. 

And Denis Loring thinks I've let him down too. He was worried that he 
hadn't received anything to edit recently and felt I was over-extending myself 
to do it all . Unfortunately, most of each issue arrives in the laist few days of 
the final deadline, and there just isn't time to parcel out material and then get 

it back in time for its final preparation . Denis should know this his 1 803 

revision article arrived on October 31 . 

Finally, it should be noted that John Wright called me on October 31 and 
said that a most important 13 page article on the 1816's, the beginnings of the 
Newcomb series revision, was being put into the mails to me that very day. 

As of November 9, it still has not yet reached me, eund I had purpxDsely delayed 
forwarding the issue to Bill Parks and to Mama Mimeo, hoping to include that 
article in this issue. As it now stands, we'll start off 1975 with it so you 
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have something to look forward to. But I thought you should be aware of 
how slow the mails are and how impossible it is to put together a publication 
such as PENNY-WISE unless material is forwarded to me earlier than at 
the last moment. I regret the late arrival of your issue of P-W at this 
time, but it was done with the hopes and intention of making P-W an outstand- 
ing issue instead of just a great one. 

The deadline for receipt of material for the next issue will be December 
31 , 1974. We expect that P-W should reach you on or about January 15, 1975. 

I can assure you that I shall rnot wait any beyond the deadline in the future, and 
if too much material should arrive just at the deadline, it may be held over 
until the succeeding issue. 

But please! keep your eirticles, your comments, and your letters 
coming! We need plenty of material for the next and for future issues of 

P-W. PENNY-WISE is your forum and your publication you have shaped 

it and made it what it stands for today don’t let it down! 

It’s always good to hear from all of you. I regret that it just isn’t 
possible for me to answer all of you personally, much as I would like to do, 
but I hope you’ll understand. PENNY-WISE takes just about all of my free 
time, and I just can’t manage to give more than that. 

That’s it for now! The Editor and the Staff of P-W wishes the very 
best of holidays to you all; and like you, we’ll be looking forward to 
Volume IX, No. 1, come January 1 5 , 1975! Best regards! 

Warren A . Lapp , M . D . 
STAFF of PENNY-WISE 
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THE EARLY CENT REVISION - PART 11 


The Early Cent Revision Committee 
Denis Coring, Chairman 

1 803 - Market factor = 3 . 

S-243 R3- Basic value $0 . 80 65-65-65-60-55-45. Reverse leaves 

blunt. 65 Elder-Sears-Beckwith-Newcomb— Gaskill; 65 Reed-Holland- 
Helfenstein; 65 Van Roden; 60 Davis-Graves; 55 Beckwith-Hall-Brand; 45 
several, including Macallister— Ryder, Hines— Downing. 

S— 244 R4 Basic value $0.75 60—55—40—35—35—35. 60 New 

Netherlands; 55 Wurtzbach; 40 listed; 35 Brand; 35 new; 35 Downing. 

S-245 R3 Basic value $0.70 70-65-60-60-60-60. 70 Proskey- 

Hines; 65 new, from England; 60 Bluestone 1/38— ANS; 60 Bolender 1/43— 
Gaskill; 60 Miller-Book-ANS; 60 Pearl-ANA *46-Kosoff 5/55 . 

S-246 R4 Basic value $0.75 50-50-40-40-35-30. 50 Sawicki I; 

50 Wurtzbach; 40 NN *61; 40 Morgenthau 1 /44-ANS; 35 Dupont; 30 several, 
including Newcomb-Green, Naftzger-NN 11/73, Warfield. 

S— 247 R3 Basic value $0.70 55-55-55-55-50-50. The four top 

ones all seem a hairbreadth away from Mint State. W'c arc being ccnccr'.'a- 
tive in calling them all AU55. Possibly, if all four were compared side by 
side, at least one 60-coin would emerge. 55 Newcomb-Gaskill-Sheldon- 
Naftzger— NN 11/73; 55 NN 50; 55 AAA 5/73 sale; 55 new; 50 several, 
including Downing, Macallister— Gaskill , Sawicki. 

S-248 R5 Basic value $1 .20 65-55-45-35-30-30. Possibly the 

rarest 1803 after NCI and S-264 . 65 McKinney; 55 Schulman 11/67; 45 
Clark-Wurtzbach-Bluestone; 35 Masters; 30 new- 30 Mayflower 7/62. 

S— 249 R3 Basic value $0.80 65—65—65—65—60—60. Narrow reverse 

rim break over ED. 65 New England Rare Coin; 65 Pros key- Hines; 65 
Winsor-Mougey-Beckwith— Newcomb-Holland— Helfenstein; 65 Merkin 3/67; 

60 Newcomb-Macallister-ANS; 60 Geiss-Naftzger-NN 11/73. 

S— 250 R3 Basic value $0.70 70—65—65—65—65—65. Reverse leaves 

never sharp. 70 Proskey-Hines; 65 many, including two in Dupont, Newcomb- 
Sloss-T aylor-Naftzger-NN 1 1 /73 . 

NCI R6 Basic value $5.00 50-25-20-15-15-15. Two or three 

known with reverse crack over UNITED. 50 Sears-ANS; 25 new, with 
reverse crack; 20 Proskey-Hines-Sheldon-Naftzger-NN 11/73; 15 new; 

15 new; 15 listed. 

S-251 R2 Basic value $0.50 65-60-60-60-60-60. 65 Wurtzbach; 

60 many, including Chapman— ANS, Hines-Clarke, NN 54— Naftzger-NN 11/73, 
Pearl, Newcomb— Holmes, Johns Hopkins, Stack’s 6/68-S tack's 9/74. 
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S-252 R2 Basic SMlue $0.50 65-55-50-50-50-50. 65 Jackman- 

Hines; 55 French; 50 many, including Newcomb— ANS, Morgenthau— ANS , 
Downing, Naftzger-NN 11.73, NN 50. 

S-253 R2 Basic value $0.50 65-55-55-55-50-50. The reverse 

break becomes quite spectacular in its latest state. 65 Webb— Downing— Landau— 
Taylor; 55 Brand; 55 Newcomb-Gaskill-Sheldon-Naftzger-NN 11/73; 55 
Dupont; 50 several, including Hines-Clarke, Mehl— ANS, Morgenthau— ANS . 

S-254 R4 Basic value $0.50 70-70-70-65-65-65 . 70 Bement- 

Book-ANS (confirmed as to grade); 70 Pierce (unconfirmed); 70 Beckwith- 
Newcomb— Cass-Empire-Taylor (unconfirmed); 65 many. 

S— 255 R1 Basic value $0.50 65-65—65-60-60—60 . 65 Wurtzbach— 

Clarke; 65 new; 65 Morgan-v^^NS; 60 several, including Kraft-Clapp— ANS , 
Clapp, Delp, Sears-ANS, Dupont. 

S-256 R3 Basic value $0.70 65-60-55-45-40-40 . 65 new; 60 

Proskey-Hines— Sheldon— Naft 2 :ger—NN 11/73; 55 Hines-Clarke; 45 new; 40 
several, including Clapp— ANS, NN 54, Newcomb. 

S-257 R3 Basic value $0.70 70-65-65-60-60-60. 70 Proskey- 

Hines; 65 Lymanr-Parsons-Bejckwith; 65 Pearl; 60 Book-ANS; 60 Grant- 
Downing-Helfenstein; 60 Clarke-Naftzger-NN 1 1 /73 . 

S-258 R1 Basic value $0.50 65-65-65-65-65-65. Many in MS65, 

but no confirmed 70's. 

S-259 R4+ Basic value $0.80 60-50-50-45-35-35. 60 Maris- 

McKinney; 50 Gaskill; 50 Clarke; 45 new; 35 NN 50; 35 Gallo. 

S-260 R1 Basic value $0.50 60-6O-60-60-55-55 . 60 Wurtzbach- 

Sheldon-Naftzger-NN 11/73; 60 Schwartz; 60 French-Sloss-Helfenstein; 

60 Holmes; 55 several, including Chapman-ANS . 

S-261 R3 Basic value $0.70 60-60-60-60-60-55. 60 French; 

60 French; 60 Clarke-Sawicki— Gaskill; 60 Johns Hopkins; 60 Geiss; 55 
Newcomb-Green . 

S-262 R5 Basic value $1 .20 45-45—40—30-30-30. Several now 

known with the ST A crack. 45 Proskey-Hines; 45 upgrade of listed 40; 

40 Young-ANS; 30 several, iricluding Hines— Downing, Gaskill, Newcomb 
(not in sale), Newcomb 446-Holmes-Smith-Naftzger-NN 11/73. 

S-263 R3 Basic s>^lue $0.70 65-60-60-55-55-50. 65 Newcomb 448; 

60 Proskey-Hines; 60 Simpson— Hall-Downing; 55 Newcomb 449-ANS; 55 
Newcomb-Hines; 50 several. 

S-264 R5+ Basic value $12. 3 5-30-20-20-20-12. The most fer- 

vently desired of all the early cents. It is now established that the 264 
marriage was interrupted by the striking of some late state 263's. 35 Proskey- 
Hines; 30 new; 20 Hughes; 20 new; 20 new; 12 several, including Schwartz, 
Pierce-Wurtzbach-Bluestone-Clarke. 

S-265 R4 Basic value $2.00 60-50—45-45-45-40. An often over- 

rated coin. 60 Beckwith— Morgan; 50 Deetz-ANS; 45 Sheraton; 45 Miles- 
Naftzger-NN 11/73; 45 ANA '48; 40 several, including Proskey-Hines. 

(To be continued.) 
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START MAKING YOUR PLANS NOW I ! M 


Early American Coppers, Inc. will host a convention at the Sheraton 
Plaza Hotel, New York City on February 15, 16, 1975, during which time 
the annual meeting of the organization will be held. 

Feature of the convention promises to be a major auction of early 
American copper coins, conducted by Pine Tree Rare Coin Auction Sales. 

A bourse will be presented at the convention, and interesting exhibits 
will be on display. Prominent speakers will participate in an informative and 
interesting scientific program. The entire program will be open to the public. 

EAC’s annual meeting is always a significant affair for the gathering of 
the clan; and prominent collectors of Colonials, half cents, and especially 
large cents are usually in attendance from around the nation. This is your 
chance to meet them! 

Plan now to attend. Additional information will be available in the 
January 1 5 issue of PENNY-WISE . 

The program for the convention is still being finalized by Jackson Storm, 
Chairman, ably assisted by Roger Storm and Vincent Alones . Bob Miller 
has been appointed in charge of the Bourse . 

MAX PHIPPS WANTS TC KNCW 

Max Phipps wrote to the Editor as follows: **I recently returned from 
the Long Beach (California) Coin Show where I met three EACers: Gordon 
Wrubel, Chuck Furjanic, and Jack Beymer, all three of whom I found to be 
very helpful in answering the many questions I had regarding large cents. 

Gnly one question was left unanswered, and Chuck Furjanic suggested that I 
write to PENNY-WISEI with the possibility that I might be able to obtain the 
answer from one of the EAC members . 

My question is this : Is there any estimate as to the mintage figure of 

the 1804 large cent re-strikes?" 

Any information on the above can be forwarded to Warren A. Lapp, 

731 East 22nd Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 and it will be included in the 
next issue of P-W as well as transmitted to Max. 

RCD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Chio 45215 

For Sale or Trade: Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 
Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues. Will accept large cents 
in trade. Write for details. 
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HAYS NUMBERS MISSING? 


Here are several good questions - ones which may make you think a 
little - may even cause you to search through your reference texts for the 
answers ! 

1 . In Table 6 on pages 140-141 of PENNY WHIMSY, Dr. Sheldon has 
listed serially by Sheldon number all the 1 794 large cents which he has 
described as well as the particular Hays and Chapman numbers correspond- 
ing to each Sheldon number. However, the Hays 38 and its corresponding 
Sheldon number is missing. The Hays 38 has also been omitted from Table 7 
on page 142. Dr. Sheldon meide no mention in his text to such an obvious 
omission. 

Maris, in his book on ttie 1794 large cents, listed the Hays 38 as 
Maris 27, while Doughty listed the Hays 38 as Doughty 47. Surely, there 
must be a good reason for Dr. Sheldon’s omission. Can you tell what it is? 

2. Likewise, it should be noted that the Hays 53 also is missing from 
the two tables. Maris listed the Hays 53 as the Maris 54, and Chapman 
listed it as Chapman 58. What's the story on the Hays 53? 

Who’s going to be the first to supply the Editor with the answers? 

THE RELM\TIVE RARITY OF LATE DATE, MINT STATE, l^RGE CENTS 

Robert E . Vail 

Have you ever wondered which of the Late Date large cent varieties 
are rare in Mint State? 

I compiled data from various auction catalogues and from fixed price 
lists issued during the past several years, and then compared my results 
with the data listed in W. E. Johnson’s "Large Gent Addenda", LC167C, 
published in November, 1968. Altogether, I tabulated a total of 682 Mint 
State varieties as compared to 1 ,075 by Johnson. 

My own census would indicate that 1849 is the rarest date for large cents 
in Mint State, while 1853 is the most common. Johnson’s survey found that 
1857 was the rarest date by a large margin, and 1851 as the most common. 

My own tabulation for 1857 varieties represented times more Mint State 
coins than did Johnson’s (36/21). The N-12 variety of 1849 also presents an 
inconsistency, as shown by the tabulation (1/14). 

The eight most common varieties were as follows; N-7 of 1850 (12/23); 
N-10 of 1850 (11/15); N-3of1851 (10/15); N-8 of 1 852 (1 0/1 7); N-25of1853 
(17/21); N-4 of 1855 (21/11); N-10 of 1855 (20/19); and N-14 of 1856 (12/18). 

Of the 1 ,757 coins jointly tabulated, there were 19 varieties of the 
possible 306 (+ or -) which were not represented by a single specimen while 
another 27 varieties only listed one coin. 

The tabulation is as follows; (my own tabulation is given first/ followed 
by that reported by W . E . Johnson) - 
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1846 1847 1848 1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857 


N-1 

4/4 

1/4 

2/4 

1/1 

1/4 

2/5 

2/2 

-/2 

1/2 

1/2 

6/1 1 

1 7/7 

N-2 

3/4 

1/2 

1/1 

1/2 

5/5 

10/9 

4/5 

-/5 

1/1 

1/1 

8/5 

5/5 

N— 3 

1/4 

2/2 

1/1 

1/1 

3/3 (10/15) 2/2 

5/3 

2/5 

5/9 

3/4 

X/X 

N-4 

2/3 

3/5 

1/- 

2/3 

1/2 

1/5 

4/6 

1/1 

2/1 

(21/1 1 

) 2/4 

11/8 

N-5 

4/6 

-/2 

-/I 

-/2 

-/I 

3/6 

6/3 

4/3 

-/2 

3/2 

X/X 

3/1 













36/21 

N-6 

3/7 

4/7 

1/4 

6/11 

3/3 

6/8 

1/6 

-/3 

2/2 

3/2 

8/16 


N-7 

1/5 

-/4 

3/4 

-/I (1 2/23) 3/4 

3/6 

2/6 

-/2 

2/7 

5/8 


N-8 

2/8 

-/I 

-/3 

2/4 

-/I 

3/4 

(10/1 7)1/1 

5/7 

1/3 

1/1 


N-9 

-/2 

2/1 

6/4 

1/4 

4/10 

-/3 

4/16 

2/5 

3/4 

7/11 

4/3 


N-10 

1/1 

3/3 

4/4 

-/I (11/15) 4/10 

1/5 

13/6 

1/3 

(20/1 9)4/7 


N-1 1 

7/5 

1/1 

1/1 

4/2 

2/3 

4/8 

6/15 

1/2 

3/5 

X/X 

3/3 


N-1 2 

1/4 

1/- 

5/1 

1/14 

4/10 

3/5 

-/5 

3/3 

1/2 

2/1 

1/4 


N-1 3 

2/2 

3/1 

1/2 

1/1 

-/2 

8/7 

4/8 

8/8 

1/1 

-/I 

5/3 


N-1 4 

1/2 

-/2 

1/1 

-/2 

2/2 

-/3 

6/6 

-/I 

2/4 

66/ 

(1 2/1 8) 

N-1 5 

-/I 

2/4 

2/1 

-/- 

4/11 

8/9 

7/7 

-/6 

X/X 

69 

-/3 


N-1 6 

-/- 

2/1 

1/4 

-/- 

1/4 

1/2 

5/9 

2/3 

1/3 


1/4 


N-1 7 

-/I 

1/1 

2/- 

-/I 

-/2 

-/2 

1/5 

3/4 

2/5 


1/3 


N-1 8 

4/3 

-/I 

-/- 

-/- 

1/3 

3/4 

1/2 

6/6 

4/4 


3/5 


N-1 9 

3/6 

1/2 

-/- 

-/I 

-/3 

2/1 

-/2 

2/6 

6/1 


3/6 


N-20 

1/2 

3/3 

4/4 

1/3 

-/3 

1/2 

-/3 

1/1 

3/1 


70/1 06 

N-21 

-/I 

2/4 

3/3 

-/I 

1/1 

-/I 

-/- 

2/- 

1/6 




N-22 

-/- 

1/1 

2/2 

3/3 

-/3 

-/4 

3/3 

2/1 

4/4 




N-23 

40/71 

2/2 

1/1 

-/- 

2/4 

-/2 

-/I 

-/- 

1/3 




N-24 


4/2 

-/- 

-/I 

57/ 

-/I 

-/I 

4/2 

3/2 




N-25 


-/2 

-/I 

-/- 

118 

-/2 

70/ (1 7/21 ) 

-/3 











135 






N-26 


1/3 

-/- 

-/I 


3/6 


-/- 

-/- 




N-27 


1/1 

1/6 

-/- 


-/2 


1/3 

-/- 




N-28 


-/2 

3/4 

-/- 


1/3 


-/- 

-/I 




N-29 


-/2 

5/2 

24/60 


3/3 


2/1 

-/2 




N-30 


2/- 

-/- 



2/6 


-/I 49/76 



N-31 


-/- 

-/2 



1/3 


1/2 





N-32 


1/- 

,_/- 



-/3 


-/I 





N-33 


1/3 

~/1 



-/3 


1/2 





All others 

2/15 

3/7 



-/5 


1/1 







47/84 54/69 



82/1 56 

87/1 1 0 







X/X = 
( ) = 


Unknown or proofs only. 
Common variety 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 


Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club 
members . Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "Rare Coin Review" 
(issued several times a year), our "Special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the 
American Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special 
offer to you: We will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our 
latest large illustrated catalogue. Each issue contains many different United 
States colonial coins , half cents , large cents , and other interesting pieces . 

To receive your copy simply write "Send me a free copy of your latest cata- 
logue per your special EAC offer" on a note or postcard and send it to us. 

Your catalogue will be sent by return mail ! 

We are always interestesd in the acquisition, either for purchase or for 
sale at auction, of choice and desirable early United States coins. When you 
think of selling your collection consider us. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 

+ * !)£*******♦** 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 

"The standard reference on U.S . Half Cents . " 

Penny-Wise 3/1 5/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from data in The National Archives . 

Fully illustrated with 1 92 photographs of all known varieties and the 
more well-known die states . 

Quick, easy and positive identification of the ninety-six known varieties . 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are many rare 
varieties that are worth from two to eight times catalogue . 

Regular price $15.00. 

Special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 postpaid. 

Order your copy from: 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr., EAC #188 
4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

ih^L^iHl********* 
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THE THREE ERRORS VARIETY - NOT LISTED IN PENNY WHIMSY 


Phillip D . Horner 


On October 5, a flea market in Washington Court House, Ohio, a small 
town seventy miles northeast of Cincinnati, was the focal point of an intensive 
search by local EAC penny hounds. Rod Burress, Bob Gill, Bill Snyder 
(hopefully, a future EACer), and I laid siege to the many dealers which com- 
prised this midwest extravaganza. 

Hoping to get a good look at what was available before the others arrived, 
I rendezvoused with a dealei — friend, only to find that his large cent stock was 
being closely examined by guess who - Bob Gill (you can't outfox the fox). 

After the usual greetings, we settled down to serious business, using our 
17-power glasses and our PENNY WHIMSYs. Since my primary interest is 
the Early Dates , the Late Dates which Bob was showing me engendered only a 
slight temptation . Keeping the thought of finding a new variety or a Non- 
Collectible in mind, I decided to browse through the many other exhibits on the 
floor. Unfortunately, nothing of great magnitude was found, although I added 
an S-271 to my small, but growing, Sheldon collection. 


Further investigation yielded little more, so I returned to see how Bob 
and Bill were getting along. When Bob pointed out a fc'.v of the pieces he was 
considering, I discovered a previously unrecognized 1849/8 N-8 in VF20. 
"Thank you, Phil," said Bob, as he paid the dealer the price he requested 
(error number one) . It was at this point in time that I discovered an 1 833 
N-4 in VG10, which, after close examination, proved to be the overdate 
variety. I quickly paid the dealer before Bob could react, and I disappeared 
into the crowd. 


Across the floor, I located an S-219 (Three Errors variety) in Good, 
along with an 1839 Head of '40 N-8 in FI 5. Bob later purchased both of them 

After lunch. Rod appeared with his "black book" under his arm, ready 
for action. We spent the next hour or so talking about "big coppers", during 
which time it came out that one of our number had received a traffic ticket 
in a nearby town a little earlier the same day (error number two - too many 
"big coppers"). 


Our search during the remainder of the afternoon produced very little, 
so we decided to regroup at a local restaurant (error number three) for 
dinner and for more cent talk. Although the company was delightful and the 
conversation stimulattng, the food and service at the restaurant left a great 
deal to be desired, e.g. the four pieces of lemon pie ordered for dessert 
turned out to be banana cream pie, two with coconut, two without. 


As the evening wore on, we discussed the fruits of our labors and a 
few specimens were traded . I parted company, eleven large cents richer 
and many dollars poorer . 
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With everything considered, the events of the day will be well 
remembered by all of us who attended . Hopefully, other large cent collectors 
in the area will be able to meet and to share their experiences with each other 
at future coin shows in this section of the great Buckeye State. 

**#*****!f:**!|C* 


A LETTER FROM EAC'S PRESIDENT 

"It isn't very often that I speak out in this Forum, because I might be 
interrupting some one who is saying it far better. 

As the year 1974 draws towards its close and we start planning for 
EAC's annual meeting to be held in February, 1975, I have been thinking 
about what has happened since 1 967 and about some of the waves we have 
made which are still rocking the numismatic shores. There are now more 
large cent buffs than at any time in the brief history of the series' existence. 
PENNY-WISE which started out as an intimate letter amongst EAC members 
and friends is now on the shelves of most numismatic libraries as a text- 
book; and quite regularly, it is quoted in the important coin hobby publications . 
In 1975, there might even be published a book on THE BEST OF PENNY- 
WISE. 

To be sure, inflation and the widely increased interest in the coppers 
has driven the price of certain "pieces" out of the reach OT 3 . lGc oT LiSj yet, 
we still hear from the cherrypickers about their finds . T oday's high prices 
have brought out of hiding some of the most fantastic coins in the large cent 
series; and a lucky few now hold coins which they never had dreamed possible. 
The beauties which were once in the vaults of Sheldon, Ruby, Blaisdell, 
Naftzger, and others already have been dispersed among the fraternity; and 
we can look forward to even more of these in 1975. Likewise, there are many 
more dealers now who handle the big coppers; and some of these have become 
quite knowledgable . Some of these specialty dealers have developed from the 
ranks of EAC and have been further encouraged by the support of the members 
in EAC. Misattribution is rapidly diminishing. 

We can look forward to the completion of the works of our two major 
committees; one on the early cents, the other on the Late Date series; and 
hopefully, this will occur in '75. 

The support which the club is receiving from its members seems to say 
that we shall be around for a long, long while yet; and with a special thanks 
to our editorial chief. Dr. Lcipp, so will PENNY-WISE! 

HerbertA. Silberman" 
********)(:♦* 


People are more fun than anybody. . . . . El Rata Fink. 
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The Dr. Charles Ruby Auction Part III will be held February 10, 11 
& 12, 1975. There will be close to 400 large cents, all attributed by 
Sheldon and Newcomb and many of which are in top quality condition. 
There will also be many very rare pieces. Also, in the sale, will 
be a large selection of Indian Peace medals, U. S . Presidential 
Inaugural medals, choice U. S . type coins, a large selection of U. S. 
gold coins and the famous A. J. Ostheimer collection of Hawaiian 
coins and papery money. 

For those who wish to receive this catalogue, please send $2.00 which 
will include the prices realized . Catalogues will be available at the 
beginning of January and we suggest that you reserve your copy now, 
since it will be limited to one printing . 

If you plan to attend our sale, please give us your reservation so a seat 
will be reserved for you in our auction gallery. 

SUPERIOR STAMP & COIN CO., INC. 

517 West 7th St. 

Los Angeles, CA. 90014 
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EAC regional meeting IN LOS ANGELES 


Jeff Oliphant 


A meeting of the West Coast chapter of EAC was held on October 25 at 
the Oliphant home in Los Angeles. Nine members attended; 


Dick Wright was the first to arrive. He is a new member, and this 
was his first opportunity to meet other large cent collectors . He brought 
along a group of half cents , dated 1800-1810, which he wanted to trade for 
large cents. No half cent collectors were present, so possibly some of you 
reading this report can work something out with him. 

Once everybody had arrived , Dane Nielsen gave an excellent presen- 
tation on the essential books and catalogues for use by collectors of the 
Sheldon series . He told of the significance of each book and displayed a copy 
of each. Dane mentioned Hays-Frossard and Elder-Hays on 1794, Crosby 
on 1793, Gilbert-Elder on 1796, Newcomb on 1 801 -2-3 and Clapp-Newton on 
1 795-6-7 and 1800. He spoke of the more general works such as Doughty, 
EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, and PENNY WHIMSY. Dane noted that as 
more and more collectors turn to large cents , the demand for information 
increases proportionately. Consequently, these books are getting to be quite 
costly. Dane told of five significant large cent sales , the catalogues for which 
are a necessity for the serious collector . He termed them "working catalogues" 
and included New Netherlands 50th , Downing, Dupont, Naftzger, and Ruby. 

Dane prefaced his talk by stating that the best source of information is the 
pages of PENNY-WISE . He said that more information is contained in P-W 
than anywhere else , and the facts are accurate and up-to-date . 

Jack Collins told of the upcoming sale of large cents which he and 
Walter Breen had recently catalogued for First Co investors , The sale will 
include many significant large cents, including pieces from the Naftzger and 
Ruby collections . The sale will be held in conjunction with the national EAC 
meeting in New York in February. Jack just recently moved back to Los 
Angeles after resigning his position with FCI . 

Ted Naftzger brought along a few goodies to pass around . He showed 
two 1794 S-66 cents, one with and one without the "split pole" die break for 
which the variety is known. He displayed an example of a 1794 Head of *93 
to compare with a Head of *94 . A Jefferson Head cent was passed around 
along with a foil pressing of a second Jefferson Head, the latter being made of 
a superior coin which currently resides in an East Coast collection. A nice 
example of the famed Starred Reverse cent enabled many of us the opportunity 

to examine one close-up for the first time. 


Jack Collins 
Glen Kemp 


Ted Naftzger 
Dane Nielsen 


Doug Bird 


Jeff Oliphant 
Paul Oliphant 
Max Phipps 
Dick Wright 
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Dick Wright passed around a few cents to be graded by those present. 

A 1794 S-65, the Shielded Hair variety, had the sharpness of Extremely 
Fine, but the planchet was quite rough. The grades given were in the 20-25 
range, with the consensus being VF25. Doug Bird showed some of his recent 
purchases from the Rarcoa sale. They included some Very Fine and 
Extremely Fine draped bust cents . 

A questionable 1799 perfect date cent was presented for evaluation. 

The owner suspected that it might be counterfeit because the coin's ring 
didn't sound just right to him and besides he had acquired it in a lot of large 
cents which contained several altered date 1804's. The general opinion was 
that the coin was a genuine 1799, much to the owner's joy. The piece has a 
15 per cent rotated reverse, which no one present had heard of as existing 
on other S-1 89's . 

Attendance at the Glendale and Long Beach coin shows, which was down 
considerably, was discussed. The high prices which dealers are asking 
coupled with the general lack of money were felt to be the reasons . Most of 
the sales at the shows seemed to be dealei — to-dealer. A couple of members 
felt that this might be an indication that coin prices were going to level off 
shortly. They cited as an example of what might happen with coins, the 
Sotheby, Park, Bernet art auction of the previous week where significant 
paintings had brought in considerably less than expected . 

We were fortunate to have some of the newer members in our area 
attend a regional meeting of EAC for the first time. They said that they en- 
joyed the meeting and had gained a lot from it. I hope that more members 
will come to our future gatherings, especially those members who have not 
attended any of our previous affairs . The next meeting is tentatively set for 
late February, several weeks after the annual EAC meeting to be held in New 
York City. 


THE NATIVES ARE RESTLESS - Changes of address; 

Stephen Kahler, 21 Tucker Avenue, Lexington, Massachusetts 02173 
Michael D. Oppenheim, 201 Metcalfe Ave., Apt. 201, Westmount, Quebec, 

Canada 

John F. Hanzel, E-202, 5400 Bernard Drive, Roanoke, Virginia 24014 

Julius Feldman, 707 N. Broad Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208 

Richard C. Marlor, 175 South Place, Corning, New York 14830 

W. K. Raymond, 119 F’earl Street, Apt. No. 2, Cambridge, Mass. 02139 

Charles E. Stillwell, Box 15293, Tucson, Arizona 85708 

Paul H. Munson, P. O. Box 462, Goodyear, Arizona 85338 

NEW MEMBERS 

Douglas Robins, P. O. Box 823, Con/allis, OR 97330 EAC #467 

Johns. Ashby, Jr., 5555 N . Tacoma Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46220 EAC #468 

ArthurJ. Lester, 13 Home Avenue, Binghamton, NY 13903 EAC #210 by 

reinstatement 
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CENTS & NONSENSE 


William R. T. Smith 

After a vacation of two issues, this column returns, with some catch- 
ing up to do. 

1 . At the CSNS in Detroit, having seen the prices on the cents from Denis 
Loring's collection, I quickly recalled that Dr. Sheldon once wrote; "Do not 

invest more in an old penny than you feel you can good-humoredly afford 

to lose". At those prices, loss felt very close, indeed. 

2. Bob Shalowitz should be thanked for not bringing to Detroit the 1794’s 
from the Coring collection. It was really refreshing to see some other dates. 

3 . The Central States auction sale did not realize the kind of prices that the 
Ruby sale did. High condition cents went at feirly strong prices; while a 
number of high varieties went quite reasonably, with little competition. As 
a rarity collector, I hope th<at that trend continues. 

4 . I did learn one lesson in Detroit - carry a goat hair brush at aU times . 
While in the men’s washroom of the Detroit Hilton, I turned down a S-210 
with a large, extended rim break; only to buy it later for $50. more, after 
the coin had been properly brushed and when it was seen in a better light. 

5. The recent Merkin auction in New York City on September 11th has 
raised a question on bidding procedure. My experience with mail bids at 
Merkin’s has been that either I got the coin at the full mail bid price or not 
at all, but never for any less. It appears that Lester starts the bidding at 
the top mail bid, not below it. Hence, this time, I had my bids executed on 
the floor. 

6. In response to a number of questions about the sale of my collection, I 
have decided not to sell everything; and I have even re-purchased a couple 
of cents, thanks to the kindness of several EAC members. However, I shall 
make no attempt to buy back the S— 48 which I sold to Blackburn & Blackburn! 
That sale took place at 39,000 feet over the Florida-Georgia border, possibly 
a new high for a large cent transaction. I have since written to COIN WORLD 
about B & B’s flagrant advertisement. 

7. One EAO member expressed concern recently over all the recent sales of 

large cent collections, thinking possibly that "smart money" was selling and 
that he alone was buying - (the thought of marriage must be getting to him) - 
my response: who cares? Collecting old cents shouldn't be an investment, 
just good fun! Didn’t some one once say something like "Do not invest more 
in "? 

8. I am still awaiting from someone a report in the pages of P-W on the up- 
coming (or is it already history?) raid on the Johns Hopkins’ large cent 
collection. Where are you out there? Is the ANS next? 
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9, A 1793 S-14 in MS60 has been reported. Presumably, this is not one 
of the previously recor'ded EF45 coins . It definitely is not the Jay 
specimen. This would put the Naftzger sale-FCI specimen out of the Condition 

Census . 

10. Only four auctions this month! MANA, Bowers & Ruddy, Grand Central, 
and MSNS - all with nice large cents! Gordon Wrubel has assisted Jess 
Peters in cataloguing the MSNS large cents, thus imparting a vast improve- 
ment to the descriptions as well as adding a few missing vowels . Gordie says 
that Jess Peters really does have a new 1 802 NC2 this time . The cent cata- 
logued as such by Peters in the 1973 ANA sale was an S— 230. Paramount is 
re-offering (without pedigree) in the Grand Central auction the 1 81 2 S-289 
which they had purchased at the Naftzger sale. I guess that they have sold 
all the other lots which they had purchased . Bowers & Ruddy unfortunately 
have lumped a number of important cents together with some very unimportant 
ones into ’’bulk lots'* in their auction. I can remember when the motion picture 
industry sold movies on that basis to television and later lost anti-trust suits. 
"Creative marketing" is what they call it now. All previous comments or 
unpublished thoughts on Kagin's catalogues still seem valid. 

He************ 

NOTICE ! ! 

Robert Miller has been appointed Bourse Chairman for the upcoming 
EAC Annual Meeting and Coin Show to be held in New York City on 
February 15-1 6, 1975. 

Any collector or dealer may reserve a bourse table. This is a great 
opportunity for collectors to sell their duplicates ! 

Write or call Bob for further information; 

P . O . Box 482 

Saddle Brook, N. J. 07662 

Telephone: (201) 843-2954 

ilfUfit:********** 


it:********************************************************************** 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

* 

* 

♦ 

♦ 


FLORIDA MATERIAL :::: BUY/TRADE 
Have over 1300 different Florida trade tokens, store cards, coupons 


chits, mirror caixis, political items, transportation tokens, wooden 
nickels . Buy singles and lots . Or trade U . S . Lg <j: . If it reads 
"Florida", am interested. 

ALLEN OORSON, BOX 261, LR STA., MIAMI, FL 33138 EAO #155;LM/ANA 
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CATALOGUE SALES OF THE CIRCULATING HALF CENTS, Part 6 


Milton B. Pfeffer 


1805 G-1 CMM #1 


Uncirculated grades: (1)T. Cleneay 1949 (Chapman Bros., 1890); 

. 2 ) R B. Winsor 1023 (Chapman Bros., 1895); (3) H. O. Smith 120 (Chapman 

'b^s:. May, 1906), (4)V. 1 . 19^ 

Earle 3626 (H . Chapman, 1912); (6) U.S. Com Co . 1 1 1 (6/20/ ), ( ) 

W. Jackman 872 (H . Chapman, 1918); (8) T. L. Elder 2319 (5/ ); 

(9) F. R. Alvord 1 1 6 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (10) F, R. Alvord n 7 (S . H. 
ciipman, 1924); (11) Comm. W. C. Eaton 1025 (H . Chapman, 1929), part 
ofT^3a;deen collection, (l-JT. E. Elder 2721 (6/1932), 03) 

(NN 44th sale, 1954), ex "a CPtapman sale. May 1 , 1902 MS 60, ( 4) S . 

Wolfsonll (Stack’s, 1963); (15) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (16)1. E. 

Baker 654 (Stack’s, 1964); (17) G. Pierce 13 (Stack’s, 

Roden 123 (Stack’s, 1968); (19) Helfenstein-Judd 117 (L. Merkin, 3/1968), 

(20) L. Merkin 608 (3/1969) MS65, ex Virgil Brand, ’’equal to Brobston ; 

(21) R. L. Miles, Jr. 20 (Stock’s, 1969); (22) Bowers and Ruddy, Rare Com 
Review No. 19 (1974), erronesouly identified as ’’Small 5, Stems to Wreath , 
but actually a Small 5, Stemless. 


AU grades: (23) Maj. W. B. Wetmore 698 (Chapman Bros., 1906), 

NN 59th sale 1 130 (1967) AU55; (24) T. L. Elder 2319 (5/1923); (25) Dr. D. 
W. valentine 499 O' • W. Elder, 1927); (26) G. E. Chatillon 1652 (B. M. 

Mehl 1938); (27) "World’s Greatest Collection" 356 (Numismatic Galleries , 
1945)' (28) NN 54th sale 1626 (1960); (29) NN 56th sale 428 ( 1 962 ) AU50-55; 
(30) L. G. Lahrman 82 (A. Kosoff, 1963); (31) L. Merkin 56 (9/1968), 
cleaned; (32) Alto collection 520 (Stack’s, 1970); (33) Terrell collection 98 
(American Auction Association, 1 973) . 

EF grades: (34) W.W. Neil 2229 (B. M. Mehl, 1947), ^ ^ ‘ 

81 (A. Kosoff, 1963); (35) C. M. Williams 715 (Numismatic Galleries , 1950), 
EF40- ( 36 ) Anderson-Dupont 1089 (Stack’s, 1954), EF45; (37) F. Baldenhofer 
92 (Stack’s, 1955); (38) G. V. Nelson 5 (Stack’s, 2/1971); (39) 1973 Florida 
United Numismatic Convention sale 1062 (Rarcoa). 


VF grades: (40) L. Merkin 107 (3/1 967); (41) Dr. C. L. Ruby 239 
(Superior, Part I, 1 974) ex David O. Hughes, 5/23/46. 

The rarity of Mint State specimens of this variety is exaggerated . As 
late as 1962, it was felt that there were five known and that an AU50-55 coin 
was in the Condition Census . Even allowing for seller’s exaggeration and un- 
identified "repeaters" , it would seem that twenty-two Mint State examples 
listed above require a re— appraisal of the variety’s rarity. The Brobston and 
Brand MS65’s head the Condition Census. Tte Merkin March, 1969 catalogue 
says that "no fully red specimens are known" . 

A good many specimens of this variety are sharply struck, but there 
are exceptions . The Anderson-Dupont specimen is not well struck up at the 
head; the Harlan P. Smith coin has weak obverse milling behind the bust and 
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at the corresponding reverse area; the Comm. W. C. Eaton example is also 
•'not well struck up at the edge"; and the coin sold by Rarcoa at the 1973 
Florida convention was described as "somewhat soft" in the center. 

The catalogue descriptions do not support Gilbert's findings that the 
variety "is frequently found with the circle of the figure 5 in date closed by 
a faint crack or graver's mark, and upon the Rev. a break from U to border, 
and the entire wreath double cut"; nor do they question those observations. 

The Gilbert plate coin shows the Hillyer Ryder obverse . 

1805 G-2, CMM #4 

Uncirculated grades ; (1 ) W . W . Neil (B . M . Mehl , 1 947); (2) B . M . 

Mehl 23 (114th sale, 1951); (3) R . T . McPherson 26 (Stack's, 1953); (4) 
Mayflower Coin Auction 33 (3/1957); (5) P. G. Straus 66 (Stack's, 1959); 

(6) M. A. Holmes 1302 (Stack's, 1960); (7) 1971 ANA sale 1 (Stack's). 

AU grades: (8) Maj . R. Lambert 695 (S . H . Chapman, 1910), graded 

Uncirculated, H. Ryder 291 (NN 44th sale, 1954), graded "nearly" MS60; 

(9) Dr. D. W. Valentine 500 (T .L . Elder, 1927); (10) P. Mougey 300 CT . L. 
Elder, 1910), there graded Uncirculated, W. B. Hale 274 (B. M. Mehl, 1939), 
now graded AU; (11) Dr. C. A. Allenburger 574 (B. M. Mehl, Royal sale, 

1948); (12) Stack's 6 (12/14/1962 sale); (13) J. D. Sweyd 79 (A. Kosoff, 

1963), AU55; (14) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (15) L. Merkin 109 (3/1967); 

(16) R. L. Miles, Jr. 21 (Stack's, 1969); (17) G. V. Nelson 6 (Stack's, 

2/5/71). 

EF grades: (18) T. L. Elder 173 (12/9/1906), NN 59th sale 1131 (1967), 
EF40; (19) NN 56th sale 429 (1962); (20) Winter collection 1051 (Stack's, 1974). 

VF grades: (21) F. R. Alvord 1 1 9 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (22) Anderson- 
Dupont 1088 (Stack's, 1954), VF20; (23) "Million Dollar sale" 786 (Harmer, 
Rooke, 1969, VF30; (24) A-Mark December, 1 972 catalogue . 

Some of the coins of this variety offered as Uncirculated might be less 
than Mint State . The AU Merkin coin (3/1 967) is said to be in the Condition 
Census . 

Rusted fields are sometimes evident (Lambert-Ryder). David Proskey 
said that "the surface in several places is granulated, the effect of acid in 
cleansing the die" (COIN COLLECTOR'S JOURNAL, January, 1881, page 4). 

Die breaks, when mentioned at all, are generalized as "early state" 
(Anderson-Dupont, and Elder-NN 59th sale) or "late state" (Merkin March, 

1967 sale). In the Hillyer Ryder sale, it was noted that the reverse rim was 
over (0)F A(MERICA). The reverse of that coin also exhibited auction 
marks . 

1 805 G-3, CMM #3 


VF grades : (1 ) Quality Sales Corporation 1 6 (March, 1972); (2) R . T. 
Herdegen 170 (Schulman, 1973). 
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F grades ; (3) J . Brobston (Stack’s, 1963) "just about" F; (4) 
Helfenstein-Judd 118 (L. Menkin, March, 1968); (5) L. Merkin 57 (September, 
1968) F+. 

VG grades: (6) F. R. Alvord 121 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (7)W. B. 

Hale 276 (B . M. Mehl, 1939), perhaps the same coin as G. E. Chatillon 1654 
(B. M. Mehl, 1938); (8) C. M. Williams 717 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950); 

(9) Anderson-Dupont 1087 (Stack's, 1954) VG8; (10) MayHovver Coin Auction 
32 (March, 1957); (11) NN 51st sale 1 1 86 (1 958) VG1 0; (12) NN 51st sale 1187 
(1958) VG7; (13) NN 54th sale 1627 (1960); (14) R. S. Cohen, Jr. FPL No. 1 
(1972) VG10; (15) R. S. Cohen, Jr. FPL No. 1 (1972)VG7. 

G grades: (16) W. Van Roden 125 (Stack's, 1968); (17) A. R. Turini 
221 (Stack's, 1972); (18) R. S. Cohen, Jr. FPL No. 1 (1972) G4. 

AG grades: (19) Dr. D. W. Valentine 501 (T . L. Elder, 1927); (20) 

R. S. Cohen Jr. FPL No. 1 (1972) Fair3. 


A swelling before the face is noted in the Anderson-Dupont, NN 51st 
sale, and NN 54th sale catalogues. A reverse weakness is common. In the 
NN 51st sale catalogue, it was said that "all 13 or 14 known specimens are 
weak" at left center of reverse. At VF level, it is not too noticeable. The 
obverse also has its problems. The Lester Merkin September, 1968 cata- 
logue states that the specimen there offered was not struck up at the ribbon 
and part of the curls because of the badly worn and damaged obverse die. 


The same Merkin catalogue (September, 1968) said that the F+ 
example was "tied for the fourth finest known, exceeded by three VF's, one 
of them impounded, a second unlocated for at least thiry years (the Gilbert 


plate coin) . " 


1805 G-4, CMM #2 

EF grades : (1) Dr. C. L. Ruby 240 (Superior, Part I, 1974) "almost" 
EF, ex G. J. Bauer. 

F grades: (2) C . M. Williams 718 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) F15; 
(3) Anderson-Dupont 1086 (Stack's, 1954) ex Comm. W. C. Eaton, "Burnish- 
ed, tooled, and retouched"; (4) J . Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (5) R . L. 

Miles, Jr. 22 (Stack's, 1969). 

VG grades : (6) J. C. Morgenthau 512 (4/26/1932); (7) "Million 
Dollar Auction" 10 (Federal Brand, 1963); (8) A. R. Turini 22 (Stacks, 

1 972) . 


No die breaks are reported by these cataloguers . The Ruby catalogue 
says that the Ruby specimen is the finest known by nearly 20 points. It adds: 
"Besides the present coin, ttiere are possibly two others that might even be 
called 'Very Fine, but. . . .', and possibly three or four others which would 

rate Fine . " 
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1806 G-1 , CMM #1 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) G. M. Parsons 1961 (H . Chapman, 1914); 

(2) Dr. G. P. French 369 (U.S. Coin Co., 1917); (3)U.S. Coin Co. 494 
(2/6/1918); (5) T. L. Elder 1806 (5/19/1923); (6) F. R. Alvord 124 (S. H. 
Chapman, 1924); (7) F. R. Alvord 125 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (8) B. M. 

Mehl 165 (87th sale, 1933); (9) S. W. Freeman 1053 (Kreisberg and Schulman, 
1958); (10) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (1 1 ) NN 57th sale 5 (1963); (12) L. 

G. Lahrman 85 (A. Kosoff, 1963) MS 60; (13) W. Van Roden 126 (Stack's, 
1968); (14) Helfenstein-Judd 119 (L. Merkin, 3/1968) "just about" MS60; 
(15)R. L. Miles, Jr. 23 (Stack's, 1969); (16) "Million Dollar Sale" 787 
(Harmer, Rooke, 1969) MS60; (17) NN 61st sale 5 (1970); (18) Coins and 
Currency, Inc. 1431 (5/1970); (19) Paramount RCL No. 7 (3/1974). 

AU grades; (20) Dr. D. W. Valentine 502 (T . L . Elder, 1927); (21) S. 

H. McVitty 21 (B . M. Mehl, 3/22/1938); (22) Empire collection 85 (Stack's, 
1957); (23) NN 56th sale 431 (1962) AU55; (24) L. Merkin 58 (9/1968); (25) 

R. Marks 2 (American Auction Association, 1972); (26) Terrell collection 101 
(American Auction Association, 1973); (27) Durham collection 77 (Superior, 
1973) "possible tooling"; (28) 1973 ANA Convention sale 1702 (Jess Peters); 
(29) 1973 Florida United Numismatic Convention sale 1064 (Rarcoa). 

EF grades: (30) C. M. Williams 719 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) 

VF25; (31) H. Ryder 294 (NN 44th sale, 1954) ex Wayte Raymond, VF30; 

(32) Anderson-Dupont 1 091 (Stack's, 1954)VF30; (33) L . Merkin 111 
(3/1967); (34) Dr. C. L. Ruby 243 (Superior, Part I, 1974); (35) Dr. C. L. 
Ruby 244 (Superior, Part I, 1974) ex S . M. Koepel, "almost" EF; (36) Dr. 

C. L. Ruby 245 (Superior, Part I, 1974), ex B. A. Barstow 1/31/1946, 
"almost" EF. 

The catalogue for the NN 61st sale (1970) says that only seven Mint State 
examples of this variety are known, none in MS70. 

The Ruby 245 coin shows a "rare crack through the tops of LIBERTY", 
and possibly also the Merkin 58 piece (9/1968) although there the "rare" crack 
is not identified . The common reverse breaks are found in the F . R . Alvord 
124 specimen (along the edge over RICA O), the S. W. Freeman piece (over 
the space between the last A in AMERICA and the right ribbon end), and the 
Ruby 244 coin. The intermediate reverse die state is said to show only the 
lowest rim break (L . Merkin, 3/1967). 

Obverse clash marks were seen in Ruby 244 and L. Merkin 58 (9/1968). 
The absence of serious clash marks was taken to signify an early die state 
(Ruby 243). Sometimes a re-cut 6 is evident (S . W. Freeman). 

There are sharp strikes (Alvord 124 and Helfenstein-Judd), flat strikes 
(S . W. Freeman, and uneven strikes (Ruby 243, Rubey 244). 

The Hillyer Ryder obverse is the Gilbert Plate coin. 
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1 806 G-2 , CMM #2 


Uncirculated grades ; (1) R. B. Winsor 1025 (Chapman Bros., 1895), 

J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1963), Helfenstein-Judd 120 (L. Merkin, 1968); (2) J . 

C. Morgenthau & Co, 513 (278th sale, 1932); (3) B. M. Mehl 26 (114th sale, 
1951); (5) Million Dollar Auction 12 (Federal Brand, 1963), but I am informed 
by W. K. Raymond that this coin was unattributed and is really a G-3 variety; 
(5)R. L. Miles, Jr. 24 (Stack’s, 1969). 

AU grades: (6) H. Ryder 293 (NN 44th sale, 1954) AU50; (7) Anderson- 

Dupont 1090 (Stack’s, 1954). 

VF grades: (8) 1953 ANA Convention sale 3457 (A. Kosoff), L. G. 
Lahrman 89 (A , Kosoff , 1963); (9) L. Merkin 59 (9/1968) "almost" EF, 
cleaned; (10) Terrell collection 102 (American Auction Association, 1973) 

VF+. 

F grades: (11) F. R. Alvord 126 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (12) NN 48th 
sale 818 (1956) F/VF; (13) Stack’s 491 (12/15/1962, Salmon consignment) 
"close to" VF; (14) L. Merkin 110 (3/1967) "about" VF; (15) A-Mark Decem- 
ber, 1972 catalogue; (16) Wm. R.T. Smith, FPL May, 1973, F12; (17) 

Winter collection 1052 (Stack's, Ja.-Feb., 1974) ex Kagin’s sale of September, 

1972. 

VG grades: (18) W. W. Neil 2233 (B, M. Mehl, 1947). 

G grades: (19), (20) and (21) Dr. D, W. Valentine 504, 505, and 506 
(T. L. Elder, 1927), 

AG grades : (22) Dr. C. L. Ruby (Superior, Parti, 1974). 

The Winsor-Brobston-Helfenstein-Judd is both the discovery piece and 
the finest known. It also illustrates the early die state, before the obverse 
die break appears (rim to O of date to bust) and before the dies clashed . 

The examples of this variety appear to have led hard lives: they come 
dented, scratched, pitted, bent, burnished, cleaned, and blackened. 

The B. Max Mehl uncirculated example is suspect, being described as 
showing "cabinet friction" on the highest parts of the surfaces. 

The strikes may be sfiarp (Winsor— Brobston-Helfenstein-Judd), weak 
(Merkin 3/1967 sale), or uneven (Stack’s 491 , Salmon consignment). In the 
last mentioned sale, the catalogue noted that the coin was weakly struck on the 
left "as usual". This weakness, when present, is clearly seen on the reverse. 

The Gilbert plate coin reverse is the Hillyer Ryder specimen. 

1806 G-3, CMM #4 

Uncirculated grades: (1)T. Cleneay 1953 (Chapman Bros., 1890); (2) 

H. P. Smith duplicate 590 (Chapman Bros., 6/1906), NN 59th sale 1134 
(1967) MS65; (3) Bryant collection 86 (L . H. Low 12/12/1906), NN 59th sale 
1135 (1967) MS60; (4) G . H. Earle, Jr. 3628 (H . Chapman, 1912); 


- 260 - 


(5)M. N. Jackson 1405 (U.S. Coin Co., 5/1913) ‘'bright red" j (6) T . L. 

Elder 401 (9/18/1913); (7) G . M . Parsons 1962 (H . Chapman, 1914); 

(8) G. M. Andrus 119 (U.S. Coin Co., 1/1915); (9) U.S. Coin Co. 113 
(6/20/1917); (10) A. W. Jackman 874 (H . Chapman, 1918); (11) L. P. Jones 
376 (T. L. Elder, 1922); (12)T. L. Elder 2321 (5/19/1923); (13) F. R. 
Alvord 127 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (14) Dr. D. W. Valentine 508 (T. L. 
Elder, 1927); (15) Comm. W. C. Eaton 1031 (H . Chapman, 1929), a part of 
his Bardeen collection; (16) S. H. Chapman 2062 (T . L. Elder, 1929); (17) 

T. L. Elder 2723 (6/1932); (18) P. C. Clark 555 (M . H . Bolender, 1932); 
(19)M. H. Bolender 252 (120th sale, 11/1938); (20) W . B. Hale 278 (B. M. 
Mehl, 1939); (21) Dr. C. A. Allenburger 592 (B. M. Mehl, Royal sale, 1948); 
(22) C. M. Williams 720 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) MS65; (23) Anderson- 
Dupont 1092 (Stack's, 1954); (24) F. Baldenhofer 95 (Stack's, 1955); (25) 

1955 MANA Convention sale 33 (American Coin Auction); (26) T. J. Clarke 
454 (A. Kosoff, 1956); (27) M. A. Holmes 1304 (Stack's, 1960); (28) NN56th 
sale 433 (1962) MS 60; (29) S. W. Wolfson 13 (Stack's, 1963); (30) J. 

Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (31) J. D. Sweyd 82 (A. Kosoff, 1963) MS65; 

(32) L. Merkin 31 (9/1967); (33) Helfenstein-Judd 121 (L. Merkin, 3/1968); 
(34) W. van Roden 127 (Stack's, 1968); (35) L. Merkin 83 (6/1968); (36) R . 

L. Miles, Jr. 25 (Stack's, 1969); (37) Alto collection 521 (Stack's, 1970); 

(38) G. V. Nelson 7 (Stack's, 2/5/1971); (39) Terrell collection 103 
(American Auction Association, 1973); (40) Bowers and Ruddy, Rare Coin 
Review No. 19 (1974). 


AU grades: (41 ) H . Ryder 295 (NN 44th sale, 1954) AU55; (42) L. 
Merkin 60 (9/1968); (43) Million Dollar sale 788 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969) 
AU50-55; (44) 1973 ANA Convention sale 1700 (Jess Peters); (45) 1973 
ANA Convention sale 1701 (Jess Peters), another example. 

VF grades: (46) Dr. C. L. Ruby 246 (Superior, Part I, 1974); (47) 
Dr. C. L. Ruby 248 (Superior, Part I, 1974), another example. 


Although there are many Mint State examples of this variety, the 
catalogues have not classified any as MS70. But there is no reluctance to 
ascribe MS65 to a numiber of them (Jacques D. Sweyd, the Merkin 31 
(9/1967), and the Harland P. Smith-NN 59th sale (1967) specimens). 

The reverse of most of these coins is noticeably weak at the top, around 
ES and the upper leaves. In the Brobston coin, the leaves opposite ICA were 
said to be "weakly struck, as usual" . Many of the coins are spotted; and on 
some obverses, a re-cut 6 is apparent. 


The commentary is summarized in the Hillyer Ryder, the Dr. Charles 
L. Ruby (Part I), and the NN 56th sale catalogues, as follows: The Chapman 
Hoard of 1906 "yielded a profusion" of MS60 and MS65 specimens "with 
original red, most of them flatly struck in part, and nicked in the field". The 
early die state shows the re— cut 6. The Chapman Hoard examples are all late 
state coins, weak at the top of the wreath, and spotted. 
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(G-1) 

1806 CMM #4, not in Gilbert (G-2) 


VF grades; (1) Coins and Currency, Inc. 1432 (May, 1970); (2) R. T. 
Herdegen 173 (Schulman, 1973) graded VG+, and not attributed. 

G grades : (3) W. W. Neil 2235 (B. M. Mehl, 1947), J. Brobston 
(Stack's, 1969) 

The reverse is the same as in 1804 G— 3, CMM #12 and exhibits the late 
die state. The Brobston catalogue describes the break as extending from part 
of the R to the A, with a break-out connecting IC to the border. 

1 807 G-1 , CMM #1 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) T. Cleneay 1955 (Chapman Bros., 1890), J. 

G. Mills 1422 (H. Chapman, 1904), P. Mougey 302 (T . L . Elder, 1910); 

(2) H. C. Miller 1043 (T. L. Elder, 1917); (3) U.S. Coin Co. 497 (2/6/1918); 
(4) T. L. Elder 2322 (5/1923); (5) F. R. Alvord 130 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); 
(6) T. L. Elder 2724 (6/1932); (7) D. Proskey 1704 (Stack’s, Part I, 1939); 

(8) "World’s Greatest collection" 359 (Numismatic Galleries, 1945); (9) B. 

M. Mehl 28 (114th sale, 1951); (10) R. E. Cox, Jr. 191 (Stack’s, 1962); 

(11) NN 56th sale 434 (1962) MS60, Helfenstein-Judd 122 (L. Merkin, 3/1968); 

(12) 1962 Metropolitan New York Numismatic Convention sale 191 (Stack’s); 

(13) J, Brobston (Stack’s, 1963); (14)R. L. Miles, Jr. 26 (Stack’s, 1969); 
(15) Million Dollar sale 789 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969) MS60; (16) Winter 
collection 1053 (Stack’s, 1974). 

AU grades: (17) C. Steigerwalt 829 (5/22/1907), NN 59th sale 1136 
(1967) AU50; (18) W. Raymond (4/6/1926) as Uncirculated, H. Ryder 296 
44th sale, 1954) AU50; (19) Anderson-Dupont 1093 (Stack’s, 1954); 

(20) T. J. Clarke 455 (A. Kosoff, 1956); (21) L. Merkin 84 (6/1968); 

(22) L. Merkin 61 (9/1968) AU or Unc.; (23) A. R. Turini 228 (Stack’s, 1972); 
(24) 1973 ANA convention sale 1703 (Jess Peters). 

VF grades: (25) C. M. Williams 722 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) 
VF25. 

F grades ; (26) Dr. C. L. Ruby 249 (Superior, Part I, 1974). 

The most frequent catalogue observation is the characteristically weak 
impression of this variety. The Hillyar' Ryder catalogue says that many 
Uncirculated examples "look like worn coins even though with Mint luster". 

A "sharp" strike will have nearly a complete dentillated border, with head 
and leaves sharp (Helfenstein-Judd). A fully sharp obverse is "about 
unknown" (L. Merkin, 9/1968). A common reverse weakness is at UNITED 
STATES (U.S. Coin Co., 2/6/1918). Worn, rusted dies are the cause of 
the weakness . 

The early die state, which is rare, shows no rim breaks and a majority 
of the obverse border details (Ruby, and NN 59th sale). The later die state 
shows a rim break over LI (L. Merkin, 9/1968). There is no mention of a 
break over TY, as reported by Gilbert. 

The re— cut stem of the 7 is mentioned in the Turini catalogue. The 
NN 56th sale catalogue (1967) reports a "small obverse die crack at upper 
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right of 7*'. Sometimes it is said that the top of the 7 is ’’doubled at its 
right end” (COIN WORLD, January 26, 1972, page 61). Toothers, the 
top of the 7 looks re-cut, like the stem. 

In the NN 56th sale catalogue, Walter Breen is quoted as saying that 
he knows of only four Uncirculated examples with Mint red, and none of 
them are shiarp. 

1 808 G-1 , CMM #2 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) W. F. Johnson sale (1890) of the R. C. Davis 
collection (1885), lot 2670, conducted by New York Coin & Stamp Co. (H . P. 
Smith and D. Proskey); (2) P. Mougey 303 (T. L. Elder, 1910). 

AU grades; (3) P, D. Hoch 42 (L. H. Low, 11/1/1905), graded EF, 

H. Ryder 297 (NN 44th sale, 1954) cleaned, graded AU50, Empire collection 
88 (Stack’s, 1957); (4) Anderson— Dupont 1094 (Stack’s, 1954); (5) NN 56th 
sale 437 (1962) AU 55; (6) NN 56th sale 438 (1962) graded EF40, L. Merkin 
62 (9/1968) graded AU; (7) R . L. Miles, Jr. 27 (Stack’s, 1969). 

EF grades ; (8) T. L. Elder 1426 (June, 1911); (9) Dr. G. P. French 
372 (U.S. Coin Co., 1917); (10) J. S. Jenks 6258 (H. Chapman, 1921); (11) 

T. L. Elder 2158 (April 11, 1925); (12) W. C. Atwater 142 (B. M. Mehl, 
1946), appearing again in B. M. Mehl’s 114th sale (1951), lot 29; (13) L. 
Merkin 614 (March, 1969) EF40. 

VF grades; (14) F. R. Alvord 131 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (15) T. L. 
Elder 2725 (June, 1932); (16) F. Baldenhofer 97 (Stack’s, 1955); (17) R. E. 
Cox, Jr. 193 (Stack’s, 1962); (18) J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1963); (19) Million 
Dollar sale 790 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969). 

F grades : (20) Maj . W. B. Wetmore 701 (Chapman Bros., 1906), NN 
59th sale 1137 (1967) F'12; (21) Dr. D. W. Valentine 513 (T . L. Elder, 1927); 
(22) W. W. Neil 2237 (B. M. Mehl, 1947); (23) C. M. Williams 723 
(Numismatic Galleries, 1950) F12; (24) J . Brobston, second example (Stack’s, 
1963); (25) Helfenstein-Judd 123 (L. Merkin, 1968); (26) Dr. C. L. Ruby 250 
(superior. Part I, 1974). 

In the NN 56th catalogue, the uncirculated Mougey specimen, graded 
MS60, was said to be in the Eric Newman collection, ex Newcomb and Gol. 
Green; and it was also classified as the only uncirculated example known. It 
may be the same one, therefore, that was in the Robert Coulton Davis 
collection (1889) sold by Harlan P. Smith and David Proskey in 1890. 

The obverse may be found perfect (the Brobston VF coin, Anderson- 
Dupont), or broken over TY (the Brobston F coin. Ruby 250, AlsA^rd 132, 
Valentine), or with a break through BERT in addition to the break out over 
TY (Cox, Ruby 251). 

No mention is made of reverse die states, such as the break or flaw 
projecting from the fourth outside leaf on the right . 

Sharp strikes are not uncommon. Colors, where mentioned, are 
brown, except that of the Valentine coin which is black. 

The Ryder coin’s obverse is the Gilbert plate coin. 


- 263 - 


1808 G-2, CMM #3 

Uncirculated grades; (T . Cleneay 1957 (Chapman Bros., 1890), J. G. 
Mills 1424 (H. Chapman, 1904); (2) Dr. G. P. French 373 (U.S. Coin Co., 
December 5, 1917), A. Chapman 592 (American Auction Association, 1972); 
(3)T. L. Elder 2323 (5/192v3); (4) F. R. Alvord 133 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); 
(5) H. Ryder 298 (NN 44th sale, 1954) ex D. Proskey, J. D. Sweyd 85 (A. 
KosofT, 1956); (7) J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1963); (8) Helfenstein-Judd 124 (L. 
Merkin, 3/1968); (9) W. Van Roden 130 (Stack’s, 1968); (10) L. Merkin 615 
(3/1969) MS60; (11) Stack’s 1124 (Sale of 6/1970) possibly appearing again 
as G. F. Scanlon 12 (Stack’s, 1973) MS60, since in both sales the reverse 
is described as "lightly corroded". 

AU grades: (12) W. W. Neil 2238 (B. M. Mehl, 1947); (13) 1955 MANA 
Convention sale 34 (Associated Coin Auctions) AU50; (14) M. A. Holmes 1307 
(Stack’s, 1960); (15) L. Merkin 64 (9/1968) "about" AU; (16) R. L. Miles, Jr. 
28 (Stack’s, 1969); (17) G. V. Nelson 9 (Stack’s, 2/1971). 

EF grades; (18) T. L. Elder 2159 (4/1925); (19) W. B. Hale 281 (B. M. 
Mehl, 1939); (20) NN 56th sale 439 (1962) EF 45; (21) Million Dollar sale 791 
(Harmer Rooke, 1969). 

VF grades: (22) C. M. Williams 724 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) 
VF30; (23) L. Merkin 1 1 5 (3/1 967) . 

F grades : (24) R. B. Leeds 1 01 8 (H . Chapman, 1906), NN 59th sale 
1138 (1967) FI 5; (25) J. Brobston, second example (Stack’s, 1963); (26) Dr. 
C. L. Ruby 254 (Superior, Part I, 1974). 

The NN 56th sale (1962) catalogue says that six uncirculated specimens 
are known. Later catalogues by Stack’s (Brobston sale) and Kosoff (Sweyd 
sale) repeat this . 

In the William B. Hale sale, B. Max Mehl reported a cracked die across 
the obverse, but no one else has confirmed this. In the Will W. Neil sale, 
Mehl also suggested the existence of a small die defect at the neck. This, 
too, is unconfirmed. 

The reverse die, which is the same as 1808 G— 1 , CMM #2, exhibits new 
characteristics . The late die state, illustrated by Ruby 254, shows a crack 
from the rim to I of UNITED, with the first outside berry on the left and the 
first inside berry on the left weakened but still visible. Ruby 255 exhibits a 
still later state. The Ruby catalogue says that late reverse die state examples 
are rare. The early die state lacks this reverse crack, and the berries are 
plain, as in Merkin (3/1967). 

The catalogues do not mention the break from the second inside leaf of 
the left branch of the wreath to the berry above, described by Roger S . Cohen, 
Jr. Nor is there mention of the crack or flaw from the top of the fourth out- 
side leaf on the right. 

The Brobston catalogue notes that sharply struck obverses are unusual 
for this variety. Many examples of this variety are impressed weakly 
(Merkin, 9/1968) or unevenly (Leeds). Poorly centered specimens (Hillyer 
Ryder) and rough planchets (NN 56th sale) are encountered. 

The Hillyer Ryder obverse is illustrated on the Gilbert plate. 

(G-1) 

1 808 GMM #1 , not in Gilbert New 

One offering: R. S. Cohen, Jr. FPL No. 1, VG8. 

(To be continued) 
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PENNY POTPOURRI 


Brian Altman, M.D. of Rockville, Md . recently called to your Editor's 
attention a scientific medical article which had been published in the NEW 
ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE in 1814 and was re-printed in 
PEDIATRICS for July, 1974. Title of the article was "A Case of a Boy who 
in 1813 Swallowed a Piece of Copper" . The article had been written by James 
Jackson, M.D. (1777-1867), the Mersey Professor of the Theory and Practice 
of Medicine at the Harvard Medical School. Dr. Jackson reported on a four- 
year-old boy who swallowed a half cent. Within 24 hours, he began vomiting 
and retching, which continued for eight days. On the fifth day after swallowing 
the coin, the boy had three very offensive and copious bowel movements which 
were uncommonly green. Dr. Jackson felt that the copper was undergoing 
solution in the boy's stomach. Dr. Jackson noted that this doesn't always 
happen when pieces of copper are swallowed. The doctor prescribed hot 
fomentations to be administered to the upper abdomen externally and large 
doses of magnesia to be taken internally so as to counteract the stomach acids 
and to encourage peristaltic action of the bowel. Dr. Jackson noted that the 
coin was never passed in the boy's stool, but under the treatment given, the 
boy made a rapid and complete recovery. 

Total cost for preparation and mailing of PENNY-WISE No. 44, dated 
September 15, 1974, was $561 .40. A total of 410 copies were printed, of 
which 361 copies were distributed at the time. 

The front page of COIN WORLD for September 25, 1974 carried a picture of 
EACer Charles Funk looking at a shattered showcase in the Hartford Museum 
of the Connecticut State Library. With Chuck in the picture was an insurance 
agent, but CW identified Chuck as the gent on the right when he really was the 
one on the left. Chuck is an Assistant Librarian at the Connecticut State 
Library. On August 26, three thieves wearing ski masks stole gold and silver 
coins valued at $380,000. from the Hartford Museum. All of the coins were 
recovered within 24 hours and two arrests were made, following the energetic 
action of a new Major Crime Unit from the Connecticut State Police. The 
third thief was arrested on October 13. 

Bruce Harris discovered the following discrepancy and called the Editor's 
attention to it: "Pine Tree Coin Auctions of Albertson, N.Y. advertised in 

the September 15 issue of PENNY-WISE their catalogue for a November Mail 
Bid sale of large cents; at $3. The same catalogue was offered in COIN 
WORLD at $2." 

Phillip D . Horner is interested in obtaining one of the EAC tokens previously 
issued and now out of stock. Any one want to sell theirs or know where one 
could be obtained? 

Herb Silberman recently presented Ye Editor with a bound volume of THE 
PENNY MAGAZINE for the year 1837. The journal was published in London 
by The Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. Coins are not 
mentioned, but the book makes for interesting reading! 
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THE MOVING FINGERS WRITE 


Letters to the Editors; 


From RICHARD C. MARLOR: "Now that I have completed my Master's 
degree at Penn State, I hope to have more time and energy to work with EAC . " 

From JULIUS FELDMAN: "It's been many, many months since I've last 
written, but now (after much deliberation) I am pleased to inform one and all 
that I have retired as of September 20. After thirty-six years of answering 
the public calls for help and assistance - I spent twenty-four years as a 
Fire Dispatcher with the New York City Fire Department and then twelve 
years with the Communication Division of the City of Tucson, Arizona - I feel 
that I've been working under pressure and it's time for some relaxation. 

What you may find even more surprising is that my wife and I have 
decided to leave Tucson after fourteen years and to move back east. We have 
an apartment waiting for us in Elizabeth, N.J., not too far distant from both 
our families whom we've missed very much these many years. 

Sooo - as of Cctober 1 , we will be Jerseyites, and we'll be looking for- 
ward to seeing more of the Ei astern Branch of EAC — and, of course, to 
attending the big annual meeting of EAC which is scheduled to be held in NYC 
in February, 1975." 

From MICHAEL D. CPPENHEIM: "I will be living in Canada for the next 

few years, as I have accepteid a position at Sir George Williams University 
in Montreal as an Assistant Professor in Judaic Studies." 

From LAWRENCE A. NILSCN: "The ANA Convention in Florida has proven 

to me that the investor is the one who is now controlling the coin collecting 
hobby. There are three types of people in the hobby: the collector, the 
investor, and the dealer. Many people fit into more than one category. 

However, today the investor is in command. 

It is unfortunate, indeed, that coin prices have soared so high; and no 
doubt, this fact is discouraging new collectors from starting in the hobby as 
well as keeping old collectors from making new acquisitions to their collections. 

Today, dealers talk about coins selling for $10,000. as if they were a 
dime a dozen. The day may come when many of the investors may all want to 
sell at the same time. Then watch out! 

Many coin dealers are stressing investment portfolios. The only one 
who will profit from this is the dealer, as he asks about 20 to 30 per cent 
higher prices than the coins are worth. It will take a great demand to drive 
the prices up high enough so that the investors will be able to even break even. 

Does everyone remember the price crash on coin rolls and bags in the 
1960's? This could happen again if the investors drive up coin prices beyond 
reason! After all, how much is a piece of metal worth?" 

From HARLA.N IVES: "I am now extremely busy as a medical student at 
Yale University." 

From ROY C. POLLITT: "I attended the Third Annual Coin Show in Dover, 
Delaware on September 29. The show was sponsored by the Kent Coin Club. 

This was my first show, i.e. the first coin show that I have ever 
attended anywhere. Frankly, I was very disappointed, especially after driving 
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more than a hundred miles round trip. The selection of half cents and large 
cents which were available was terrible; virtually nothing before 1816 was 
offered, and that which did exist was either junk, mutiliated, horribly cleaned, 

or any combination of these. About twenty-five dealers were on hand. At 

least one of the dealers was known to me, but he had a local reputation for 
selling garbage - mostly cleaned and/or grossly overgraded coins. 

I had taken my S--1 79 VF20 coin with me to the show, in hopes of 
eliciting some offers from those dealers in attendance. However, after seeing 
the type of merchandise they were selling, apparently without any conscience, 

I couldn't bear to think of selling it to them. As it was, I didn't even let them 
know that I had the coin with me . 

I only hope that I will have better luck at future shows. Hopefully, I 
shall see you at the EAC meeting in February, 1975." 

From ARTHUR J. LESTER; "I am a former member of the EAC, but I re- 
signed about one and half years ago as I had not been active in coin collecting. 
However, I miss PENNY-WISE very much. I am again interested in collect- 
ing U.S. large cents - they have been a great interest to me since I was a 
school boy, and I seem never to get tired of collecting them . 

I am wondering if I could be accepted again as a member of EAC and 
to receive P-W again, at least for a time? Also, could I have my former 
EAC number re— instated? It was EAC No. 200," 

From ALLEN L. HOPP, Route 1 , Box 216, Shelton, Washington 98584, 
Telephone (206) 426-5012. Member SPMC; "I am a collector of Colonial 
coinage and currency, and I am currently interested in the Early American 
Coppers Club. Does membership of this organization include those of us 
who collect only Colonials? If this be the case, I would appreciate receiving 
whatever information about EAC with which you can provide me . " 

From L. L. HEILBRONNER, EAC #337; "I would like to get in touch with 
one of the EAC members who is specializing or is very familiar with the cents 
of 1802. I recently bought an 1802 cent, and after going through PENNY 
WHIMSY backwards and forwards, I can't seem to place this particular coin. 

It has many of the characteristics of the S-239; but yet, in my estimation, 
it is not an S-239 . " 

From MAX PHIPPS; "After returning from the EAC meeting at the Oliphant 
home in Van Nuys, California the other night, I would like to thank the 
Oliphants for their hospitality and Jack Collins for his good humor and his 
insight of the large coppers and their collectors. I must also give thanks to 
Dane Nielsen, who gave a great talk on large cents which was pointed to the 
beginner collector and which was very helpful to me. Last, but not least, my 
thanks to Ted Naftzger for his wonderful display of rare and choice early large 
cents . I came away with a wealth of valuable knowledge . " 

From PHIL WAGNEFL "I haven't met near all of the local EACers, let alone 
the main people; and would like to get to that biggie New York meeting some- 
time. I just collect large cents - some of this and some of that type of thing. 
It's sort of a struggle here in the Midwest, with few coins and high prices." 
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SWAPS & SALES 


WILLIAM R.T. SMITH Box 514 Wilmette, Illinois 60091 


FOR 

SALE 

- LARGE 

CENTS 

& HALF CENTS 



S-75 

10 

$75. 

S-186 

20 

$100. 

S-228 

20 

$75. 

76a 

15+ 

350. 

190 

12 

50. 

230 

25 

100. 

89 

12 

100. 

191 

25 

75. 

233 

20 

75. 

103 

7 

100. 

193 

15 

75. 

235 

20 

75. 

131 

10 

80. 

194 

20 

55. 

236 

20 

60. 

140A 

15 

60. 

195 

7 

100. 

239 

20 

50. 

152 

5 

22. 

199 

10 

40. 

241 

10 

20. 

153 

8 

35. 

200 

10 

40. 

243 

10 

25. 

154A 

12 

100. 

201 

6 

50. 

246 

30 

125. 

155 

8 

45. 

207 

15 

75. 

249A 

4 

40. 

156 

4 

125. 

208A 

10 

40. 

03NC1 

8 

325. 

157 

7 

20. 

220 

25- 

75. 

256 

20 

50. 

160 

25 

325. 

221A 

8 

40. 

261A 

10 

30. 

163 

10 

50. 

222A 

7 

50. 

274 

25 

125. 

175 

15 

60. 

224 

15 

25. 

275 

25 

75. 

185 

20 

100. 

225 

20 

40. 










A = late die state 

19N-8 

6 

$5. 

23 N -2 

7 

$20. 

43N-5 

30 

$30. 

20N-1 

7 

8. 

24N-3 

12 

12. 

43N-6 

50 

80. 

26N-1 

15 

10. 

37N10 

45 

45. 

48N-2 

55- 

50. 

32N-1 

7 

8. 

39N-3 

30 

30. 

51N-1 

55 

100. 

39N-14 

5 

5. 

39N-9 

35 

40. 




1 803 G-1 

Rot. Rev. 

VG10 $50. 

1804 

G-GA VF20 

$100. 

1 803 G-1 



F"12 

60. 

1809 

G-2 Sharp AU55 

125, 

WANTED 

- 1793 to 

1 807 cents at Condition Census level , 

especially 


R5, R6, or R7 varieties. 


ROBERT E. VAIL 1 051 4 Coloma Road Rancho Cordova, Calif. 95670 


FOR SALE: Large Cents 


1 798/7 

S-152 

G5 

$25. 

1816 

N-8 

FI 5 

$12 

1 800/798 

S-190 

VG7 

17. 

1 820/1 9 

N-3 

F15 

12 

1 800/79 

S-192 

G6 

15. 

1822 

N-5 

VG30 

30 

1 800/79 

S-196 

G4 

12. 

1 826/5 

N-8 

VF20 

50 

1801 

S-219 

3-error AG3 

15. 

1830 

N-4 

VF20 

18 

1801 

S-216 

FI 2 

40. 

1831 

N-6 

VF30 

25 

1802 

S-225 

VG8 

17. 

1835 

N-14 

F12 

10 

1803 

S-243 

Stmless AG3 

10. 

1841 

N-7 

VF30 

20 


♦ Dt)|t********** 
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JIM 1 

McGUIGAN 


Box 1934 


Ann Arbor, 

, Mich. 

48106 


half CENTS: 







1794 

C-2a 

VF20 

$370. 

1809 

0-5 

EF40 

$65. 

1 795 

C-5b 

VG8 

TRADE 

1810 

C-1 

VF20 

53. 

1797 

0-1 

FI 2 

195. 

181 1 

0-2 

F12 

80. 

1804 

C-1 

VG8 

30. 

1825 

C-1 (Rot. Rev.) 

VF20 

30. 

1804 

0-6 (St. 8) 

VF20 

60. 

1825 

C-1 

VF20 

30. 

1804 

0-7 (Rev.bk.) 

Ex 


1828 

C-1 

MS65 

TRADE 


W.R.T. Smith VF35 

TRADE 

1828 

0-2 

F15 

23. 

1804 

0-8 

EF40 

85. 

1828 

0-2 

VF25 

35. 

1804 

C-9 (Obv.bk.) VG8 

25. 

1829 

C-1 

VF25 

27. 

1804 

0-10 

VF20 

38. 

1835 

C-1 

VF20 

23. 

1805 

0-4 

VF25 

50. 

1835 

0-2 

VF30 

35. 

1809 

C-1 

F15 

TRADE 

1855 

C-1 

EF40 

45. 

large CENTS: 







1793 

S-4 

Fr2 

$195. 

1812 

S-288 

VF25 

$125. 

1794 

S-65 Ex Ruby VF25 

TRADE 

1814 

S-295 

VF25 

125. 

1796 

S-84 

FI 5 

270. 

1820 

N-1 3 MS60+/65 

195. 

1796 

S-92 

FI 5 

110. 

1822 

N-2 

EF40 

60. 

1797 

S-139 

VF20 

125. 

1823/2 N-1 

VF20 

125. 

1798 

S-155 (A few hairlines 


1826 

N-5 

VF20 

25. 


have been strengthened) 

1834 

N-4 

Vr eL\J 

16. 



VF25 

195. 

1 835 

N-1 7 

VF20 

18. 

1798 

S-184 

VF25 

125. 

1836 

N-3 

VF20 

20. 

1803 

S-247 

VF25 

125. 

1837 

N-1 

VF20 

20. 

1803 

S-260 

VF20 

95. 

1841 


VF35 

30. 

1 804 

RESTRIKE 

MS60 

195. 

1843 

N-1 3 42/44 

F15 

50. 

1807 

S-276 

VF25 

95. 

1857 

Large Date 

VF25 

47.50 

1810 

S-282 

VF20 

85. 





1812 

S-288 

VF20 

85. 





BUST HALF DOLLARS 






1806 

0-107 

VF 

TRADE 

1806 

0-115 

VF 

110. 

Will trade any of the above coins for 

Liberty Cap half cents; 

for any of 


the following large cents in VF or better: S-155, S-266, 1820/19, 1823 N-2, 
1824/2, 1843 0*42, R'44; or Bust dollars . 

BOB MILLER % R. M. Coins 553 South Broad Ave. Ridgefield, N.J. 07657 

FOUND AND FOFR SALE: I have just found the last known stock of 
"Library of Coins" Album No. 39 - Large cents, blank. 

Each book holds 80 large cents, with no moisture problems. These 
are the finest albums known to date . Printing of them ceased about 
1963. I have about a dozen for sale at $5. each, plus postage. 

Also have a few scarce Late Date cents as follows: 

1817 N-7 F?6 VG $30. 1829 N-5 R3 VG $11. 

1827 N-11 R5 G 17. 1847 N-1 8 R6 VF 40. 

************* 


- 269 - 


DENIS W. LORING P.O. Box 1 61 , Back Bay Annex Boston, Mass. 02117 

FOR SALE - weird Mint error. 1818 N-3, VG, crazy double strike: 
obverse shows denticles, point of bust, and 1 of date of second strike, which 
is 75 per cent off center. Reverse shows part of profile and one star of 
second strike Jri brockage . 

Best offer takes it! 

************* 

BOB MILLER P.O. Box 482 Saddle Brook, N.J. 07662 

I have just purchased a large assortment of low grade large cents, plus 
Connecticut cents and counterstamped large cents . I have priced them 
reasonably. Write for list. 

************* 


Redlands, Calif. 92373 


FRED WHITAKER 730 East Cypress Avenue 

Would like to trade the following large cents for a 1 793 Chain or 
Wreath cent: 


1794 

S-51 

G5 overall. Small pinhole 

1796 

S-97 

VF20. 

A beautiful coin. 

1797 

S-131 

G4. 


1800 

S-207 

F12. 


1805 

S-268 

F15. 

A nice coin. 




WARREN ENZLER 1 5 Lotus Street Cedarhurst, L.I., New York 11516 

urgently wanted — LA^RGE CENT LITERATURE 

Auction Catalogues 
Monographs 
Reference Works 

The above reference material is urgently needed for the completion 
of my personal library. Kindly send a listing of any catalogues, 
monographs, etc. that you may have available. 

************* 


BRUCE HARRIS P.O. Box 215 Lumberton, N. C. 

WANTED! WANTED! WANTED! 

I desperately need a copy of Dr. Sheldon's book, PENNY 
WHIMSY. Please write and state your price. 

************* 
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TOM MORLEY 


Box 3182 


Cocoa, Florida 32922 


WANTED TO BUY: 

Auction catalogues and prices realized - from the following sales: 
Masters, Helfenstein, Garrabrant, Downing (NN), T. J. Clarke, 

Landau, Stearns, Hall-Brand, F.C.C. Boyd, Thurlow, Van Roden, 
Schwartz, Borcky, Pearl, Newcomb, Warfield, Dupont, Gaskill 

Also large cent boxes a la Downing, Ruby, French, and Mehl 
mailers . 

it:ii::t‘^********* 

ana DIAMONDHEAD rare coin CO. EAC 

P . O . Box 388 
Freeport, N.Y. 11520 
51 6-868-0784 

Here are the pieces I now have in stock - at reduced prices for EAC 
members: 

Half Cents : 

1804 Plain 4 with stems . G-1 . Choice XF/AU with lots of red . 

Very RARE in this grade . $345 . 

1833 Sharp Unc. iridescent toning 170. 

1 854 Choice Unc . 1 65 . 

Large Cents : 

1795 S-76b. VF25 A beautiful coin, with the appearance of a 
much higher grade due to re-tooling around some letters 


which is almost undetectable. Ex— Rarcoa Sale *74 $159. 

1796 S-92. VF20. Draped Bust. Free of marks. Surfaces 

slightly granular, but still nice. Ex-Rarcoa *74 94. 

1802 S-233. VF30. Few light marks on obv. Rates as THE 

FIFTH FINEST KNOWN, from 1974 Rarcoa sale 162.50 

1 805 S-267 . XF , with superb surfaces . 178. 

1818 Choice BU. Die crack connects all stars. 207. 

1839 NiceVG. Booby Head type. 9. 

1844 VF Even wear and color. 13. 

1848 Good, rim dings 3. 

1851 Choice Unc. Satin— like surfaces. Ex-Spellman 198. 

(no envelope) 

1853 N-3 Fine. Ex-Lester Merkin sale 7. 

1854 Nice AU. Be;tter than a lot of the Uncs. being sold today 39.50 

1855 VF 14.50 

1856 N-11. Fine. EIx-Lester Merkin sale 7. 


Free monthly catalogue to all EAC members. We also buy or trade 
all types of U.S. coins for cash or for large cents. Especially 
needed now are all Patterns; All bust, seated, and Barber coins 
from Fine to BU . If you want to sell or trade for something listed 
above, just ship with price you want or let us make you an offer. 
What have you got? 

ilfiiiilf********** 
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max draisner 


137 Eighth Avenue 
New York, NY 1 001 1 
Telephone: (212) 675-1311 

WANTED: Choice U.S. and foreign Patterns and coins 

WILLIAM A. WEIMER 21185 Toll Gate Road Saratoga, California 95070 

FOR SALE - U.S. large cents; 

1£}20 N-2 VF 30 Finely pitted, cleaned $20. 

1826 N-5 FI 5 15. 

1837 N-11 VF30 20. 

British Penny: 

1874-H, Peck 1694, Uncirculated 50. 


BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

We have a great need for better grade Early and Late Date large cents 
and half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please bear 
in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You may 
ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details con- 
cerning the latter method. 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

200 I.U. Willets Road 

Albertson, New York 11507 


y 
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